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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268-0001 

Special Services Fees and Classifications) Docket No. MC96-3 

OFFICE OF THE CONSUMER ADVOCATE 
INTERROGATORY TO'UNITED STATES POSTAL SERVICE 

(OCA/USPS-69) 
(November 6, 1996) 

Pursuant to sections 25 and 26 of 

the Postal Rate Commission, the Office 
,e.- 

the Rules of Practice of 
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hereby submits an interrogatory and request for production of 

documents. Instructions included with OCA Interrogatories 1-4 to 

the United States Postal Service dated June 19, 1996, are hereby 

incorporated by reference. 

Respectfully submitted, I 

GAIL WILLETTE 
Director 
Office of the Consumer 

,&JQLf 4.2L.g.k 
SHELLEY DREIF-USS 
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Attorney 
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., I.-'. OCA/USPS-89. Please refer to the response to OCA/USPS-88. 

a. Library Reference SSR-156 includes two diskettes, each 

containing a single file named FMSRTE.DAT. Please explain 

the difference between these two files. 

b. Does either of the FMSRTE.DAT files correspond to one of the 

data sets named FMSRTE in either SSR-99 or in SSR-156? If 

so, please identify the data set (by library reference, 

page I and line number) and which of the FMSRTE.DAT files it 

,..- 

corresponds to. If not, please explain exactly which data 

was used to produce the FMSRTE.DAT files. 

C. The second SAS program of SSR-99 required only two input 

data sets (files ROUTES.LDLSMN.PS754DOl.STATB.VOLUMEOOx and 

FMS.DATA) to produce tables of average cost per square foot 

figures. Tables of average cost per square foot figures are 

produced in SSR-156 using the input files of SSR-99 plus 

three additional files (INSTMAST.FY9603.TXT, 

POBOX.SVYSTEP2.JAN3O.DAT, and H30005.POBOX.ADDRFMS.DATA). 

i. Please explain why the additional files were necessary 

for SSR-156. 

ii. Please describe the contents of each of the files used 

in SSR-156 and define each variable used. For example, 

what is the difference between CAG, FMSCAG, and ACAG? 
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-.- d. Please refer to the tables of cost per square foot by 

delivery group at page 29 of SSR-156 and at page 31 of 

SSR-99. Please explain why these figures do not agree for 

delivery groups lC, 2, and 3. Please identify which of the 

two tables of cost per square foot is correct. 

e. Please compare the tables at page 29 of SSR-156 with the 

table at page 31 of SSR-99. In SSR-156, the numbers of 

observations for groups lC, 2, and 3 are 5854, 14959, and 

4468, respectively. In SSR-99, the corresponding figures 

are 5853, 14989, and 4438. Please explain the reason for 

this discrepancy. 

,,-_ f. Please refer to the attached tabulations of the larger of 

the two FMSRTE.DAT files included with SSR-156. 

i. Please explain why the number of observations by CAG 

for FMSRTE.DAT differs from that shown at pages 22-24 

of SSR-156 for CAGs G-L. 

ii. Please explain why the number of observations by 

delivery group for FMSRTE.DAT differs from that shown 

at page 29 of SSR-156 and from that shown at page 31 of 

SSR-99. 

g. Please refer to pages 30 and 32 of SSR-156. The table on 

page 30 is titled "COST PER SQFT BY DELIVERY GROUP USING ALL 
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.-.-. 
FMS RECORDS." The table on page 32 is titled "COST PER SQFT 

BY DELIVERY GROUP USING ESTIMATED RECORDS." 

i. Please explain the difference between these two 

measures of cost per square foot. 

ii. Please explain the difference between "FMS RECORDS" and 

"ESTIMATED RECORDS." 

iii. The cost per square foot for group 1A is 18.8322 using 

FMS records and 21.7575 using estimated records. Which 

estimate is correct? Are these two cost figures meant 

to be used for different purposes? If so, please 

explain. If not, then please explain why they differ. 

iv. Does your response to subpart iii, above, apply to 

similar cost per square foot discrepancies for groups 

lB, lC, 2, and 3? If not, please explain the reason 

for discrepancies in these other delivery groups. 
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,y-. NOTE: Copyright (c) 1989-1993 by SAS Institute Inc., Cary, NC, USA 
NOTE: SAS (r) Proprietary Software Release 6.10 TS019 

Licensed to POSTAL RATE COMMISSION, Site 0009866002. 

NOTE: The SAS System for Microsoft Windows, Release 6.10 Limited Production 
1 filename in1 't:\mc96-3\libref\ssr-156\diskl\fmsrte.dat!; 
2 data diskl; 
3 infile inl; 
4 input tag $ 1 delgrp $3-4 costsqft 8-15; 

NOTE: The infile IN1 is: 
FILENAME=t:\mc96-3\libref\ssr-156\diskl\fmsrte.dat, 
RECFM=V.LRECL-256 

NOTE: 25692 records were read from the infile INl. 
The minimum record length was 15. 
The maximum record length was 15. 

NOTE: The data set WORK.DISKl has 25692 observations and 3 variables. 
NOTE: The DATA statement used 7.79 seconds. 

5 proc means data=diskl; _.--. 6 class tag; 
7 var costsqft; 
8 output out=disklm mean=; 

NOTE: The data set WORK.DISKlM has 15 observations and 4 variables. 
NOTE: The PROCEDURE MEANS used 2.25 seconds. 

9 proc means data=diskl; 
10 class delgrp; 
11 var costsqft; 
12 output out=disklm mean=; 
13 run : 

NOTE: The data set WORK.DISKlM has 7 observations and 4 variables. 
NOTE: The PROCEDURE MEANS used 1.92 seconds. 

,_e-. 
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